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illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: . . . These sentences contain the brief statement of the chief contention of the
sensational school. Locke certainly was not conscious when he wrote them that they were the expression of
ideas which should resolve the world of matter and of space into a dissolving series of accidentally associated
sensations; but such was none the less the case. When he writes, If any one asks me what solidity is, I send him to
his senses to inform him, he is preparing the way for Berkeley, and for a denial of all reality beyond the feelings
of the individual mind. When he says that we get the idea of space both by sight and touch, this statement,
although appearing truistic, is none the less the source of the contention of Hume that even geometry contains
no necessary or universal elements, but is an account of sensible appearances, relative, as are all matters of
sensation. Lockes ideas may be synopsized as follows: It is a suCicient account of solidity to say that it is got by
touch and that it arises from the resistance found in bodies to the entrance of any other body. It is that which
hinders the approach of two bodies when they are moved towards one another. If not identical with matter, it is
at all events its most essential property. This of all others seems the idea most intimately connected with and
essential to body, so as nowhere else to be found or imagined, but...
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