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out a fresh interpretation of ancient texts and themes. The book centers on performative readings of major
works by three prominent fourth-century Fathers - Athanasius of Alexandria, Gregory of Nyssa, and Ambrose of
Milan. Each of these ascetic bishops played a crucial role in defending Nicene trinitarian doctrine as the
touchstone of orthodox belief; each also modeled a distinctive style of fourth-century masculine self-fashioning.
The concluding chapter considers the sum of these three figures from an explicitly feminist theological and
theoretical perspective.
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