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could that be expected? It might not be, nor was not in her
power to do so.--The noble lord proceeded to consider the
Orders in Council as contradictory to the established principles
of municipal law; quoting part of Magna Charta, with the
commentary of Montesquieu, to prove that this country ever
had considered the rights of even foreign merchants as part of
their own constitutional liberty; hence, he maintained, the
exertion of the king s prerogative in the publication of these
Orders, and their enforcement, had effectually violated the
established law of the land. The rights of war should only be
exerted by the king on the property of the enemy, and by no
means should they be extended to that of neutrals. This
measure had even proceeded so far as to raise a tax, and levy
supplies, without the consent of parliament.--With respect to...
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