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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1833 edition. Excerpt: .of inquiries into fact. Many of the ancients appear more
original than they would be thought, if preceding and contemporary works were still extant. In like manner,
various current ideas and metaphors are employed by some modern authors, who, in case the productions of
other writers were to perish, might appear to posterity possessed of considerable originality. The later we live in
the history of the world, the more scope and materials there are for the exercise of genius. Language is
properly the servant of thought, but not unfrequently becomes its master. The conceptions of a feeble writer
are greatly modified by his style. A man of vigorous powers makes his style bend to his conceptions. There is an
ancient adage, Learning is better than house or lands. Whether the saying arose in times of comparative
ignorance, when learning was rare, and therefore fetched its price, cannot now perhaps be determined.
Certainly the maxim scarcely holds good in the present day, if it is to be understood as expressing the secular
advantages of erudition; for the world in general appears to entertain little veneration for mere scholarship.
The high and the low are alike worshippers of mammon; nor do the learned themselves scruple to participate
in the idolatry. It can suit only a very limited or very elevated order of minds, to have the chief pleasures
dependent on authorship. A writer of talent, who intermeddles with subjects of a local or temporary nature,
acts...
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