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Emereo Classics, Australia, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.History of the Peloponnesian War is, superficially, merely an account of a
war that happened centuries ago, the Peloponnesian War, between Athenas and Sparta. Of course, you might
think that the subject is trivial to you. AFer all, how important can a book like that be? Well, if you were to think
that, you would be enormously mistaken. To start with, this book is a milestone you need to be aware of.
Thucydides, its author, is very possibly the first modern historian. He tried to explain the causes of the
Peloponnesian War, without reducing its complexity by saying that the gods had motivated it. Thucydides
doesnt follow the easy path; instead, he searches those causes in human nature, and in power. He doesnt weave
tales, but tries to write History. It is rather astonishing how objective this Athenian was when he analyzed the
war, and all that happened immediately before it. He examines methodically many events, paying special
attention to facts. The author also gives his opinion from time to time, but he doesnt judge whether an action is
good or evil: he merely shows that those that have power can use it as they see fit. Due to that, Thucydides is
called by many the first realist theoretician. I was especially taken aback by how well he expresses his ideas
regarding the fact that power makes right in the Melian debate. I dont agree with him, but I cannot deny that he
makes a powerful case, and that his point of view is shared nowadays by many noteworthy thinkers. It is
important to point out that in History of the Peloponnesian War you will find a painstaking...
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