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illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: . . . city the power to prevent obstructions being put in the harbor and to remove such
obstructions to health and navigation as might at any time exist in it. In the absence of congressional legislation
upon the subject, the state may doubtless authorize its municipalities to regulate the loading of explosives even
upon vessels bound to foreign ports. To some extent Congress has acted in this matter. It has provided for the
regulation of the transportation of such explosives by interstate carriers by rail. There are some federal statutes
relating to the transportation of such explosives upon the water, as, for example, sections 4472, 5353, 5354, and
5355, of the Revised Statutes (U. S. Comp. St. 1901, pp. 3050, 3637, 3638). The last has been amended by the Act
of February 27, 1877, c. 69, 19 Stat. 252, and the Act of February 20, 1901, c. 386, 31 Stat. 799 (U. S. Comp. St.
1901, p. 3050). Whether the failure of Congress to do more is to be understood as an expression of its judgment
that enough had been clone need not be here inquired into. According to libelants theory the disaster happened
because Bomhardt struck a box of dynamite with a bale hook. If the city is liable at all, it must be because it
failed to do something which would have prevented such use of the hook. Libelants say it might have required
all persons employed in handling dynamite, or all persons having charge...
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