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THE American Pipit does not sustain the habitual dignity of the
boreal breed. He is no clown, indeed, like our Chat, nor does he
quite belong to the l awkward squad with young Blackbirds; a
trim form and a natty suit often save him from well merited
derision, but all close observers will agree that there is a screw
loose in his make-up somewhere. The whole Pipit race seems to
be struggling under a strange inhibitory spell, cast upon some
ancestor, perhaps, by one knows not what art of nodding
heather bells or potency of subtly distilled Arctic moonshine. As
the flock comes straggling down from the northland they utter
unceasing yips of mild astonishment and self-reproach at their
apparent inability to decide what to do next. Their indecision is
especially exasperating as one rides along a trail which is
closely flanked...
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